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WHY REPORTING? WHY NOW?
● THE MEDIA HAS HIT A CRISIS STAGE AND 

THERE ARE NOT ENOUGH REPORTERS ON THE 
GROUND ANYMORE.

● WHO SHOULD BE CREATING NEWS REPORTS 
ABOUT EMERGING SOCIAL MOVEMENTS? YOU! 

 — BUT HERE IS THE MOST IMPORTANT THING YOU 
NEED TO KNOW ABOUT JOURNALISM TODAY:
“THE MOST DANGEROUS PLACE TO BE A 
JOURNALIST IN AMERICA IS AT A PROTEST,” 
COLUMBIA JOURNALISM REVIEW, FALL 2017 



WHAT IS “JOURNALISM”?
ACCORDING TO THE ENCYCLOPEDIA 
BRITANNICA, “JOURNALISM” IS: 

“THE COLLECTION, PREPARATION, AND 
DISTRIBUTION OF NEWS AND RELATED 
COMMENTARY AND FEATURE 
MATERIALS THROUGH SUCH PRINT AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA AS NEWSPAPERS, 
MAGAZINES, BOOKS, BLOGS, 
WEBCASTS, PODCASTS, SOCIAL 
NETWORKING AND SOCIAL MEDIA SITES, 
AND E-MAIL AS WELL AS THROUGH 
RADIO, MOTION PICTURES, AND 
TELEVISION.”

https://www.britannica.com/topic/newspaper
https://www.britannica.com/topic/magazine-publishing
https://www.britannica.com/topic/book-publication
https://www.britannica.com/topic/blog
https://www.britannica.com/technology/social-network
https://www.britannica.com/technology/social-network
https://www.britannica.com/technology/e-mail
https://www.britannica.com/technology/radio-technology
https://www.britannica.com/art/motion-picture
https://www.britannica.com/technology/television-technology


WHAT IS *NOT* 
JOURNALISM?

● THE ENCYCLOPEDIA 
BRITANNICA 
DEFINES 
“PROPAGANDA” AS, 
“DISSEMINATION OF 
INFORMATION—FACT
S, ARGUMENTS, 
RUMOURS, 
HALF-TRUTHS, OR 
LIES—TO INFLUENCE 
PUBLIC OPINION.”

https://www.britannica.com/topic/public-opinion


CIVIL UNREST IS ALWAYS 
ABOUT MORE THAN THE 
MOMENT ...

KEY FACT: RIOT REPORTING DOES 
NOT BEGIN OR END DURING ANY GIVEN 
MOMENT OF UNREST -- MUCH OF 
WHAT’S IMPACTFUL HAPPENS WHEN 
PEOPLE ARE NOT CONFRONTING 
STORM TROOPERS IN THE STREET IN 
THAT MOMENT. THAT’S WHY YOU 
NEED TO READ, RESEARCH AND 
LEARN THE BACKGROUND.



BEFORE YOU GO OUT IN THE 
STREET:
● GO ONLINE AND READ THE CITY, COUNTY AND STATE 

BUDGETS.
→ WHAT PERCENTAGE OF EACH BUDGET IS TAKEN 
UP BY LAW ENFORCEMENT?
→ HOW MUCH $ IS SPENT ON LEGAL SETTLEMENTS 
REGARDING LAW ENFORCEMENT?

● FIND OUT WHO RUNS EACH LAW ENFORCEMENT 
JURISDICTION THAT IMPACTS WHAT YOU ARE 
REPORTING ABOUT AND READ UP ON THEIR ISSUES: 
POLICE CHIEFS, COUNTY SHERIFFS, OREGON STATE 
POLICE SUPERINTENDENT, FBI SPECIAL AGENT IN 
CHARGE, LOOK THEM UP.

● RESEARCH THE HISTORY OF LAW ENFORCEMENT IN 
YOUR MUNICIPALITY (NOT “I HEARD SOMEONE SAY” OR 
“I READ ON TWITTER THAT…”-). SPEND TIME READING 
NEWS STORIES, MUNICIPAL WEBSITES AND HISTORY 
BOOKS



AVOID “PARACHUTE 
REPORTING”
KEY TIP: TAKE THE TIME TO LEARN WHO THE 
LOCAL COMMUNITY LEADERS ARE AND WHAT 
ISSUES ARE REALLY ON THE TABLE BEFORE 
YOU ENGAGE WITH THE STRUGGLE 
BETWEEN/OVER THESE FACTORS. 

DON’T JUST JUMP IN AND ASSUME YOU CAN DO 
AN ADEQUATE JOB WITHOUT ANY BACKGROUND 
KNOWLEDGE.



CONTEXT

● WHAT CONFLICTS EXIST IN THE COMMUNITIES 
YOU ARE COVERING?

● WHO ARE YOU ELEVATING AS A 
‘SPOKESPERSON’?

● WHAT IS THE HISTORY?



“NOTHING ABOUT US 
WITHOUT US”

SOME DO’S AND DO-NOT’S SPECIFICALLY FOR 
WHITE PEOPLE INTERESTED IN REPORTING ON 
COMMUNITIES OF COLOR, IMMIGRANT AND 
LGBTQI COMMUNITIES: 

● INTERVIEW PEOPLE OF COLOR AT THE 
EVENT--AND ASK PERMISSION FIRST

● ASK RESPECTFUL QUESTIONS, NOT 
LEADING QUESTIONS

● BE INFORMED ABOUT THE ISSUES BEING 
ADDRESSED BY PROTESTERS INCLUDING 
KEY INCIDENTS AND INDIVIDUALS



“NOTHING ABOUT US WITHOUT 
US”
● KEEP YOUR OWN TALKING AS BRIEF AS 

POSSIBLE TO MAKE ROOM FOR YOUR 
INTERVIEWEE TO SPEAK

● ASK EVERYONE YOU INTERVIEW FOR 
PERMISSION TO RECORD THEM

● IDENTIFY YOURSELF AND YOUR MEDIA 
AFFILIATION FOR FACT CHECKING WITH 
THEM LATER AND/OR FURTHER INTERVIEWS 
WITH THEM



“NOTHING ABOUT US 
WITHOUT US”

DO NOT:
● HOG THE MICROPHONE
● OFFER YOUR OWN POLITICAL RANT 

IN THE COURSE OF YOUR 
REPORTING

● TAKE PICTURES AND VIDEO OF 
INDIVIDUALS’ FACES WHEN THEY 
ARE ENGAGED IN DIRECT ACTION



“NOTHING ABOUT US 
WITHOUT US”
● DO NOT EXPECT PEOPLE OF 

COLOR TO EXPLAIN EVERYTHING 
THAT WHITE PEOPLE NEED TO 
KNOW--YOU NEED TO DO YOUR 
OWN RESEARCH ABOUT THE 
ISSUES

● DO NOT ATTACK THE POLICE 
EITHER PHYSICALLY OR 
VERBALLY, ESPECIALLY WHEN 
PEOPLE OF COLOR ARE 
NEARBY



WHO CONTROLS THE 
NARRATIVE?

---It's our job to ensure that the 
issues behind the protest are not 
lost in the coverage of the protest 
itself



Finding Info Sources
● GO FIND *ALL* THE COPWATCHERS. NOT JUST 

ONE ORGANIZATION--FIND THEM ALL, AND SEE 
WHAT THEY HAVE TO SAY ABOUT LOCAL ISSUES, 
INCIDENTS AND KEY PLAYERS IN LAW 
ENFORCEMENT+LOCAL GOVERNMENT

● TAKE TIME TO TRACK WHITE SUPREMACIST 
ORGANIZATIONS, CLOCK WHO THEIR 
FIGUREHEADS ARE, AND IDENTIFY WHO IS LIKELY 
TO STEAL YOUR LIVESTREAM IMAGES FOR 
HIJACKED CONSERVATIVE CONTENT

● LOOK UP LOCAL PROTEST GROUPS AND FIND 
OUT WHO THE SPOKESPEOPLE/LEADERS ARE, 
OBTAIN THEIR CONTACT INFORMATION AND 
SPEAK WITH THEM IN ADVANCE OF THE EVENT



Finding Info Sources
● FIND OUT WHICH LEGAL OBSERVERS OR 

OTHER SERVICE PROVIDERS WILL BE 
VOLUNTEERING AT THE PROTEST, TRY 
TO GET THEIR CONTACT INFO BEFORE 
THE EVENT FOR FACTCHECKING LATER

● USE TWITTER, FB AND OTHER SOCIAL 
MEDIA TO ESTABLISH WHO ROUTINELY 
RUNS LIVESTREAMS OF 
DEMONSTRATIONS. CONNECT WITH THEM 
AND MAKE SURE YOU *CAN* ACCESS 
THEIR STREAMS FOR FACTCHECKING 
LATER



Finding Info Sources
● ARE THERE LAWSUITS PENDING AGAINST 

LAW ENFORCEMENT FOR STANDARDS 
AND PRACTICES RELATING TO CIVIL 
DISTURBANCES? FIND THEM, READ 
THEM, AND NOTE DOWN THE 
ALLEGATIONS SO YOU CAN MONITOR 
WHETHER LAW ENFORCEMENT IS STILL 
DOING WHATEVER THEY ARE BEING SUED 
FOR

● HOMEWORK: WATCH PEN AMERICA’S 
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS VIDEO 
HTTPS://PEN.ORG/PEN_TAGS/COVE
RING-PROTESTS/

https://pen.org/pen_tags/covering-protests/
https://pen.org/pen_tags/covering-protests/


AT THE SCENE/1

● BE AWARE OF CURRENT CASE 
LAW/LEGAL PRECEDENT REGARDING 
JOURNALISTS AT PROTESTS AND RIOTS

● CONFIRM WHICH LAW ENFORCEMENT 
BRANCHES ARE THERE, AT WHICH 
LOCATION, AND DOING WHAT

● CONNECT WITH ANY INDEPENDENT LEGAL 
OBSERVERS, THEY ARE USUALLY 
WEARING VESTS OR OTHER 
MARKERS--GET THEIR CONTACT INFO FOR 
FACTCHECKING LATER



AT THE SCENE/2

● CONNECT WITH OTHER JOURNALISTS ON 
THE SCENE FOR SUPPORT, 
FACTCHECKING AND SAFETY

● NOTE AND DOCUMENT WEAPONS USED BY 
LAW ENFORCEMENT AGAINST 
PROTESTERS AND VICE VERSA



AT THE SCENE/3

● LOOK FOR PHYSICAL REMAINS OF WEAPONS 
OF ANY KIND USED BY ANYONE ON ANY SIDE 
INCLUDING LAW ENFORCEMENT

● BE READY TO RUN AND ALSO GET READY TO 
BE PHYSICALLY ASSAULTED IF YOU DO NOT

● HAVE YOUR EDITOR’S CELLPHONE NUMBER 
WRITTEN ON YOUR ARM IN SHARPIE PEN--AND 
ALSO AN ATTORNEY’S NUMBER (LOOK FOR 
THE NATIONAL LAWYERS’ GUILD CONTACT 
INFO AND USE THAT)



AT THE SCENE/3

● HAVE AN ADVANCE PLAN WITH 
YOUR EDITOR ON HOW YOU ARE 
TRANSMITTING YOUR MATERIAL TO 
THEM, AND WHEN.

● HOMEWORK: READ THE 
COMMITTEE FOR THE 
PROTECTION OF JOURNALISTS’ 
“SAFETY KIT” 
HTTPS://CPJ.ORG/SAFETY-KIT/

https://cpj.org/safety-kit/


LIVE TWEETING & STREAMING/1

● CHARGE THE HELL OUT OF EVERY 
PIECE OF EQUIPMENT YOU’VE GOT

● BRING A PORTABLE BATTERY PACK 
AND SPARE DOUBLE A’S

● KNOW WHERE YOU’RE GOING BEFORE 
YOU GET THERE--CHECK TWITTER OR 
ANY PRIVATE SOCIAL MEDIA GROUPS 
YOU MONITOR FOR THE ROUTE, 
DESTINATION AND ANY OTHER DETAILS 
OF LOCATION



LIVE TWEETING & STREAMING/2

● TRY TO FIND A BUDDY AND TEAM UP FOR 
WATCHING EACH OTHERS’ BACK — REMAIN 
ALERT TO EVERYTHING AROUND YOU AT ALL 
TIMES

● BE WARY OF GETTING FACES ON CAMERA - THE 
AUTHORITIES HAVE SCOURED SOCIAL MEDIA FOR 
VIDEOS TO IDENTIFY 'ORGANIZERS' AND 
'AGITATORS' FOR LATER ARREST - DO NO HARM!

● HOMEWORK: READ THE COMMITTEE FOR THE 
PROTECTION OF JOURNALISTS’ RECENT 
GUIDELINES ON COVERING PROTESTS

HTTPS://CPJ.ORG/2020/05/CPJ-SAFETY-ADVI
SORY-COVERING-U-S-PROTESTS-OVER-POLICE-
VIOLENCE/

https://cpj.org/2020/05/cpj-safety-advisory-covering-u-s-protests-over-police-violence/
https://cpj.org/2020/05/cpj-safety-advisory-covering-u-s-protests-over-police-violence/
https://cpj.org/2020/05/cpj-safety-advisory-covering-u-s-protests-over-police-violence/


VOLUNTEERING WITH THE KBOO NEWS

Althea Billings, PM News Director, 
newsdirector@kboo.org

Jenka Soderberg, Web and New Media 
Director, web@kboo.org

mailto:newsdirector@kboo.org
mailto:web@kboo.org


SUPPORT YOUR COMMUNITY RADIO STATION!!!!

Make a contribution:

KBOO.FM/HOW-TO-SUPPORT-KBOO


